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Pollution: A Global Threat

Study by: Dalton Covel
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Background

For the last three or four months, I have been trying to
think back to the exact moment where I became so
passionate about our planet, our environment and
those who have been lucky enough to be a small piece
of the universe and its endless puzzle. Truth is, there is
no exact moment. There is no specific memory. There
is no “ah-ha” moment. The entire collection of my 26
years of experiences, memories, and teachings have
jointly connected into what I have become so
passionate about-stopping global pollution.
Spanning my entire life, I have been reflecting, drawing
the conclusion that our complex ecosystem has been
suffocating from a greed that is greater than any one
man and more convoluted than any one economic
giant. My passion for saving our beautiful plant was
and still is being intertwined into my structural growth
and diverse perspective of bioscience. Whatever the
case may be, or however I got here, I have that passion
and that fire to bring awareness to our suffering and
polluted planet with the perspectives of students who
have helped contextualize my scholastic work to
furnish my leadership style and burning passion to
reverse the effects of global pollution and right our
wrongdoings.

Research Question

Are humans taking productive steps to decrease global
pollution?
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Method
•Qualitative
• !0 extensive interviews
• Community observations

Results

• 9/10 participants believe they have noticed negative
health effects on their bodies that were thought to
originate from pollution.
• 9/10 participants see pollution on a daily basis.
• 1/10 participants were required to take a pollution
awareness class during their educational years.
• When asked if our planet has a bright future, only one
interviewee specifically answered yes, while six strictly
answered no, and three believe it has a chance.
• 9/10 participants believe recycling should be mandatory.
• 9/10 participants recycle at home.
• 8/10 participant’s employers recycle.
• 100 percent of the participants who were asked if they are
taking productive steps to reduce their carbon footprint
answered yes.

Conclusion

•In conclusion, I have determined that humans are certainly
taking productive steps to decrease global pollution. That
said, whether these steps are enough to make a real positive
impact is yet to be seen. We need to continue to take steps in
the right direction on a larger and faster scale in order to
rapidly stop or slow down this immense global threat. We are
living on planet Earth like there is another planet to go to.
“Earth provides enough to satisfy every man’s needs, but not
every man’s greed.”
-Mohandas Gandhi

